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	Profile

	
	2010-2008       School of Archaeology and Ancient History        Leicester, U.K.    Leverhulme Early Career Fellow

2010-2004       Cuban Heritage Environment Project       Ciego de Avila, Cuba

Field Director of collaborative research project between the University of Leicester, University College London and the Cuban Ministry of Science 

2010-2003       Global Human Ecodynamics Alliance               New York, USA

Co-Founder and Member of the Global Human Ecodynamics Alliance

2010-2003       Institute of Archaeology, UCL
                          London, U.K.

Co-Founder and Co-Director of the Forum for Island Research and Experience

2008-2007       School of Archaeology and Ancient History        Leicester, U.K.    Lecturer in Archaeology

	current Research Project

	
	2011-2008         The Archaeology of Climate Change in the Caribbean

Funded by The Leverhulme Trust

Pre-Columbian populations in the Caribbean lived through 5000 years of dynamic climate change including over 6 metres of sea level rise, marked variation in rainfall and increasing hurricane activity. This research utilizes a unique body of existing archaeological, climatic and environmental data from the Caribbean to identify the relationship between changes in indigenous cultural practices and the impacts of global change. The project engages archaeological approaches to prehistoric climate change with disaster management planning for the impacts of climate change in the present. The primary aim of the project is to improve understanding of human-climate-environment relations in the Caribbean and provide modern day populations with knowledge of pre-Colombian mitigation strategies.  

	Education

	 
	2007-2003
Institute of Archaeology, UCL
             London, U.K.

PhD, Archaeology

Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council

· Thesis: Island Interaction in the Prehistoric Caribbean: an archaeological case study from northern Cuba
2003-2002
Institute of Archaeology, UCL
             London, U.K.

MA, with Distinction, Archaeology

Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council

· Dissertation: Material People vs Material Remains: The Role of Material Culture in the Study of the Indigenous Peoples of the Caribbean

1999-1996
Institute of Archaeology, UCL
                        London, U.K.

BSc, First Class Honours, Archaeology

· Dissertation: The Coca–Bottle Gourd Complex

	 Recent Teaching

	
	2010-7
Leicester University                                           Leicester, U.K.

Lecturer

· Teaching responsibilities have included course design, co-ordination, teaching and assessment for courses including:
· AR3066: The Archaeology of Climate Change
· AR1010: Archaeological Research
· AR1004: World Archaeology BC
· AR1005: World Archaeology AD
· AR2029: Theory and Archaeology
· AR2036: Professional Skills
· AR1011: Fieldwork Methods and Techniques Fieldschool
2007
Oxford University                                               Oxford, U.K.

Session Lecturer for the Centre for Continuing Education

· Lecture: Island Identities in the Caribbean: a discussion of pre-Columbian indigenous interaction and insularity
2005
Birkbeck College, University of London         London, U.K.

Session Lecturer for Landscape Archaeology Course

· Lecture: The Archaeological Landscape of Cuba and the Caribbean
2005
Centre for Disaster Management                   Coventry, U.K.

Session Lecturer for MA Disaster Management

· Lecture: Hurricane Management in the Caribbean: a past perspective
2005
Birkbeck College, University of London         London, U.K.

Lecturer for Island Archaeology Day 

· Lecture: Cultural Islands in the Caribbean: an indigenous perspective from Cuba
2005
London Metropolitan University                      London, U.K.

Seminar for MA Caribbean and Latin American Studies

· Lecture: Tainos, Tourism and Tempests: The Archaeology of Cuba

	Selected Recent Publications

	
	Books 
Cooper, J. & Sheets, P. (eds). Living with the Dangers of Sudden Environmental Change: Past Lessons for Identifying Hazards, Mitigating Impacts and Avoiding Disasters. University of Colorado Press, Boulder. (Peer Reviewed Manuscript Submitted to Press in October 2010. Contracted Worldwide Book Distribution July 2011).

Cooper, J. The Archaeology of Climate Change in the Caribbean. Sidestone Press, Leiden. (Expected Publication date February 2012).

Cooper, J. & Valcárcel Rojas, R. The Archaeology of Cuba. Left Coast Press. (Expected publication date December 2012).

Articles Recently Accepted for Publication

Cooper, J. The Climatic Context for Pre-Columbian Archaeology. In (eds Keegan, B., Hofman, C. & Rodriguez, R.) Oxford Handbook for Caribbean Archaeology. Oxford University Press, Oxford.

Cooper, J. Living Islands of the Caribbean: A view of relative sea level change from the waters edge. In (eds Hofman, C. & van Duijvenbode, A.) Leiden in the Caribbean IV. Sidestone Press, Leiden.

Cooper, J. Modelling Mobility and Exchange in Pre-Columbian Cuba: GIS led approaches to identifying pathways and reconstructing journeys from the archaeological record.  In Mobility and Exchange from a pan-Caribbean perspective. A special edition for the Journal of Caribbean Archaeology.  (eds. Hofman, C. & Bright, A.).  

Currently In Press 

Cooper, J., Valcárcel Rojas, R. and Calvera Rosés, J.  Recent Archaeological Fieldwork from the Region around Los Buchillones, an Indigenous Site on the north-central Cuban Coast.  In Archaeology from Behind the Blockade: new research in Cuba. (eds. Kepecs, S., Curet, A. & de la Rosa, G.). University of Alabama Press, Alabama.

Valcárcel Rojas, R., Martinón-Torres, M.  & Cooper, J.  Joyas de Turey: Latón y Contacto IndoHispánico en El Chorro de Maíta, Cuba.  In Archaeology from Behind the Blockade: new research in Cuba. (eds. Kepecs, S., Curet, A. & de la Rosa, G.). University of Alabama Press, Alabama.

Recently Published

Cooper, J. & Peros, M. 2010. The Archaeology of Climate Change in the Caribbean. Journal of Archaeological Science. 1226–1232. 

Cooper, J. 2010 Pre-Columbian Archaeology of Cuba: a study of national site distribution patterns and radiocarbon chronologies. In Island Shores, Distant Pasts: Archaeological and Biological Approaches to the Pre-Columbian Settlement of the Caribbean, edited by S. M. Fitzpatrick and A. H. Ross. University of Florida Press, Gainesville. Chapter 4. 81-107.
Cooper, J.  2008.  Creating Connections between Caribbean Islands: a case study from northern Cuba.  In Comparative Island Archaeologies. (eds. Conolly, J. & Campbell, M.). British Archaeological Reports. Chapter 9. 179-190.

Cooper, J., Martinón-Torres, M. & Valcárcel Rojas, R. 2008.  American gold and European brass: metal objects and indigenous values in the cemetery of El Chorro de Maíta, Cuba.  In (Eds Hofman, C., Hoogland, M. & Van Gijn, A.)  Crossing the Borders: New Methods and Techniques in the Study of Archaeological Materials from the Caribbean.  University of Alabama Press, Alabama. 34-42.

Martinón-Torres, M., Cooper, J., Valcarcel Rojas, R. and Rehren, T. 2008.  Diversifying the Picture. Archaeology International. 10:37-40.

Cooper, J., Dawson, H. & Rennell, R.  2008.  Forum for Island Research and Experience. The European Archaeologist. 30:6. 

Cooper, J.  2007. Registro Nacional de Arqueología Aborigen de Cuba: una discusión de métodos y prácticas. El Caribe Arqueólogico 10:132-150.

Valcárcel Rojas, R., Martinón-Torres, M. Cooper, J. And Rehren, T. 2007. Oro, guanines y latón. Metales en contextos aborígenes de Cuba. El Caribe Arqueólogico 116-131.
Martinón-Torres, M., Valcárcel Rojas, R. Cooper, J. and T. Rehren.  2007. Metals, Microanalysis and Meaning: a study of metal objects excavated from the indigenous cemetery of El Chorro de Maíta, Cuba. Journal of Archaeological Science 34(2):194-204. 

Calvera Rosés, J., Valcárcel Rojas, R. & Cooper J. 2006. Los Buchillones: Universo de Madera. Revista de Ciencias Sociales: ACRD. 9-16. 
Cooper, J., R. Valcárcel Rojas and P. Cruz Ramírez.  2006. Gente en los Cayos:  Los Buchillones y sus vínculos marítimos. El Caribe Arqueólogico 9:66-75.

Valcárcel Rojas, R., J. Cooper, J. Calvera Rosés, O. Brito and M. Labrada. 2006.  Postes en el Mar: Excavación de una estructura constructiva aborigen en Los Buchillones. El Caribe Arqueólogico 9:76-88.

Cooper, J. & Dawson, H. 2004. A review of: Fitzpatrick, S. (ed.) 2004.Voyages of Discovery: The Archaeology of Islands. (eds. Clement, A. et al.) Papers from the Institute of Archaeology 15: 110-114.
Cooper, J.  2004. Islas y Isleños en el Caribe: Interacción a través del paisaje. El Caribe Arqueólogico 8:91-96.
Cooper, J. & Valcarcel Rojas, R. 2004. Pre-Hispanic Settlements Along the North Coast of Cuba: A Pilot Survey Report from Los Buchillones (eds.Clement, A. et al.)  Papers from the Institute of Archaeology 15:77-81.

Research Impact and Popular Output

In addition to academic output I have always tried to maintain public output of my work to facilitate the broader impacts of my research. Popular coverage of my research results has included: Television: (Channel 4, Mundo Latino, History Canada, Discovery Channel), Radio: (NPR Science Update, Radio Taíno, Radio Rebelde), Online: (BBC, Science Daily, Juventud Rebelde), Print: (New Scientist, New York Times, Juventud Rebelde, Herald Tribune, Telegraph, The Guardian).  Recently, I co-presented a four part series for Channel 4 and the Discovery Channel entitled ‘Man on Earth’ focused on understanding the role of climate on the emergence and development of worldwide human societies. “It is interesting and intelligently done” (The Guardian, Tuesday 8 December 2009). Worldwide viewing figures are currently c.24.5 Million.

	RESEARCH GROUPS

	
	GLOBAL HUMAN ECODYNAMICS ALLIANCE

I am on the organising committee for this recently formed National Science Foundation funded research network. This alliance has been formed with the aim of developing collaborative international global human ecodynamics research. For more details please see: www.gheahome.org
Recent GHEA Conference

· ‘Global Human Ecodynamics Conference’ This session at Eagle Hill Centre in Maine, USA, held in October 2009 brought together fifty inter-disciplinary researchers for a strategic planning session.  I co-chaired the session on Hazards and Impacts.
CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH

This centre was established at the University of Leicester in 2007 with the aim of facilitating inter-disciplinary collaboration and research dissemination. I have been an active member of the community since its inception and am currently organising an inter-departmental seminar series with the Department of Geography on Human Environment Dynamics.

Recent CERES Seminar

· ‘Lessons from the Past for Problems of the Future’ Collaborative seminar I held in May 2009 with Mark Williams, Department of Geology, looking at comparative geological and archaeological perspectives on environmental change.

FORUM FOR ISLAND RESEARCH AND EXPERIENCE

I established the Forum for Island Research and Experience, with my colleague Dr Helen Dawson, in 2003 at the Institute of Archaeology, UCL. The primary aim of this research group is to bring together researchers working in coastal and small island environments for discussion and comparative debate. The forum has gradually expanded in response to the growing interest from national and international researchers. For more details please see: www.fireonline.org
Recent FIRE Conferences

· ‘Island Archaeologies’ This session at the European Association of Archaeologists 14th Annual Meeting in September 2008 focused on current methodological and theoretical debates in island archaeology. 
· ‘Island Identities’ This conference in November 2006 attracted leading archaeologists from the U.K. and Holland to discuss how archaeology has influenced the life of island societies.

· ‘Learning Lessons from Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Island Development’ This conference in January 2005, brought together archaeologists and disaster management experts from around the world to discuss sustainable island development and archaeological lessons for disaster management.

	REcent Conference Papers and Public Lectures

	
	2010
Past Global Change (PAGES)                      Southampton, UK

Regional Integration of Past Records for Management of Modern Resources and Landscapes

· Discussant: Data sources and structure for development of regional frameworks 

2010
Society of American Archaeology                        St Louis, USA

Living with the Dangers of Sudden Environmental Change

· Chair: Round table discussion of pre-circulated papers

2010
University of Leiden                                         Leiden, Holland

Conference: Leiden in the Caribbean IV: Perspectives from the Greater Antilles

· Paper: Living Islands of the Caribbean: A view from the waters edge

2009
Science Museum                                                     London, UK

Public Audience: Man on Earth

· Public audience with extended question and answer session following ‘Man on Earth’ screening

2009
Global Human Ecodynamics Conference             Maine, USA

Session: Hazards and Impacts

· Chaired session and gave paper: Living with Climate Change in the Caribbean: Identifying Hazards, Mitigating Impacts and Avoiding Disasters

2009
International Association of Caribbean Archaeology  Antigua                            

Session: New Approaches to Pre-Columbian Settlement Patterns, Cultural Ecology, and Cultural Geography

· Paper: Cultural Revival for Survival: An Archaeological Study of Pre-Columbian lessons for Living through the Impacts of Climate Change in the Caribbean

2009
Copenhagen Climate Change Congress                     Denmark                            

Symposium: Informing the Future by Understanding the Past

· Paper: Archaeology and Climate Change in the Caribbean: lessons from the past for problems of the future

2008
World Archaeology Congress                           Dublin, Ireland

Symposium: Human Responses to mid-Holocene Climate Change

· Paper: The archaeology of climate change in the Caribbean: an inter-disciplinary approach from Cuba

Symposium: Long-Term Adaptive Strategies in the Colonisation of Islands

· Paper: Walking on water: modelling human engagement with prehistoric island geographies in Scotland and Cuba

2008
Society for American Archaeology            Vancouver, Canada

Symposium: Mobility and Exchange from a Pan-Caribbean Perspective

· Paper: Mobility and Exchange in Pre-Columbian Cuba:  GIS led approaches to identifying pathways and reconstructing journeys from the archaeological record

2007
University of Leiden                                 Leiden, Netherlands

Conference: Leiden in the Caribbean II: Perspectives from the Greater Antilles

· Paper: Distance and Movement in the Islands of Cuba:  Interpretive modelling of the archaeological and environmental evidence for indigenous interaction

2006
Institute of Archaeology, UCL                         London, U.K.

Conference: Island Identities

· Paper: Island Identities in the Caribbean: Pre-Columbian Indigenous Interaction and Insularity
2006
Society for American Archaeology       San Juan, Puerto Rico

Symposium: New Methods and Techniques in the Study of Material Culture from the Caribbean

· Paper: American Gold and European Brass: An Archaeometallurgical Study of Ornaments from the Cemetery of El Chorro de Maíta, Cuba
2006
Society for American Archaeology     San Juan, Puerto Rico

Symposium: Archaeology from Behind the Blockade: New Research in Cuba

· Paper: Cultural Islands in the Caribbean: An Indigenous Perspective from Cuba
· Paper: Adornos Corporales de Metal en dos Sitios Arqueológicos Aborígenes del Nororiente de Cuba
2005
University of Leiden                                  Leiden, Netherlands

Seminar for Department of Archaeology

· Seminar: Los Buchillones: Houses in the Sea and pre-Hispanic Coastal Interaction in Cuba

2005
Centro Cultural Cubano                                    London, U.K.

Diversifying Archaeology Event for Cuban Community

· Seminar: Chorro de Maíta: Muerte y Sociedad desde una Perspectiva Arqueologica
2005
Institute of Archaeology, UCL                         London, U.K.

Learning Lessons from Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Island Development

· Paper: Archaeological Lessons for Disaster Management in Cuba

2005
Department of Geography, UCL                      London, U.K.

Environment and Survival Research Group

· Seminar: Archaeological Lessons for Disaster Management in Cuba

	Research Funding awards and Prizes

	
	Awards from:

· Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship: 2008 to 2011 (£165,000)

· National Science Foundation: 2010 ($26,000)

· National Cuban Academy of Sciences Award: 2005 

· Arts and Humanities Research Council: 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002 (£125,000)

· Natural Environment Research Council:  2005 (£3,500)

· Arts and Humanities Overseas Travel Fund: 2005 (£3,200)

· UCL Graduate School Fund: 2006, 2004 (£4,700)

· Institute of Archaeology Awards: 2007, 2006, 2003, 1999, 1998, 1997 (£3,700)

	Additional academic Service

	
	Thesis and Dissertation Supervision

· Doctoral, Masters and Undergraduate Students

Personal Tuition

· Currently Sixteen Students

Student Recruitment

· Member of Student Recruitment Team

Outreach

· Member of University of Leicester Outreach Team

External Examiner and Peer Review

· External PhD examiner for UCL and regular reviewer for a number of leading international journals and publishing houses

	Fieldwork Experience

	
	2010-2004
Los Buchillones Project                                                  Cuba

Field Director

· Field Director for collaborative project with the Cuban Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment (CITMA).  Directed and trained Cuban, Mexican and British students in archaeological survey, excavation and material analysis on a number of different sites in northern Cuba. Fieldwork has included archaeological survey of 2000 sq km area, excavation of 9 archaeological sites, analysis and classification of over 10,000 artefacts, XRF and SEM analyses of selected exported materials, paleoenvironmental reconstruction using sediment cores and speleothems, GIS modelling of past human ecodynamics, creation of national sites and monuments record. In 2010 we completed the construction of a new heritage research centre at our central site of Los Buchillones. This centre now employs a full time staff of 8 specialists, 5 technicians and 6 administrative staff all focused on developing this collaborative research.

2003
Lamanai Project
   Lamanai, Belize

Archaeologist

· April-May Excavated and recorded major architectural features from Maya site of Lamanai in Northern Belize
2002-2001
Conybeare Morrison & Partners
Sydney, Australia

Archaeological Consultant

· Heritage consultant on the project management team for nationwide construction projects

· Co-coordinated and managed archaeological assessments and excavations

· Produced a number of Environmental Impact Assessments, Conservation Management Plans and Heritage Master Plans for private clients and local government

2001-2000
Museum of London Archaeological Service    
London, U.K.

Archaeologist

· Worked in a supervisory capacity on a number of rescue excavations:

· Dec.-Feb. Early Roman industrial site at Fenchurch Street, London

· July-Dec. Roman-Medieval cemetery at Spitalfields market, London

· May-July Complex Roman settlement site in the heart of Roman London

2000
Wessex Archaeological Trust
      Salisbury, U.K.

Archaeologist

· March-May Excavated extensive Iron Age Settlement at Cambourne

2000-1999
Sri Lankan Government
              Colombo, Sri Lanka

Archaeological Consultant

· Sept.-Feb. Worked for Department of Archaeology assisting in the implementation of a new framework for archaeological research

1999
Museum of London Archaeological Service    
London, U.K.

Archaeologist

· June-August Excavated Roman-Medieval cemetery at Spitalfields Market

1998
Museo del Oro
  Bogota, Colombia

Field Researcher

· Aug.-Sept. Conducted extensive ethnographic and archaeological research in the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta.  Investigated past and present use of the coca leaf and bottle gourd among the indigenous populations of northern Colombia

1998
Utuado-Caguana Project
Puerto Rico

Archaeologist

· July-Aug. Supervised excavation of pre-Hispanic cave and midden sites in the Puerto Rican highlands

1997
Caribbean Archaeology Project
Heywoods, Barbados

Archaeologist

· June Worked on the rescue excavation of a late pre-Hispanic settlement site on the north west coast of Barbados

1996-1991
Archaeological Excavations
Spain, Mexico & U.K.

Archaeologist

· Gained experience working on research projects in England, Spain and Mexico

	Other Skills

	
	Computer skills:

· Trained an experienced in a range GIS applications and spatial analyses (Commercial and Open Source)

· Experienced in website design, web publishing, touch-typing 70wpm

Laboratory skills:

Sample preparation, analysis and interpretation of results using optical microscopy, gas-sourced Mass Spectrometer, SEM-EDS and ED-XRF machines with recent work focused on shell, ceramic, lithic, metal artefacts and speleothems

Languages

· Spanish (Fluent)


