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Centre for Nordic Studies, NAFC Marine Centre
Port Arthur, Scalloway Shetland ZE1 0UN
Phone 01595 772494 
E-Mail: scotgene@aol.com & Andrew.Jennings@nafc.uhi.ac.uk
Educational Qualifications
First Degree

University of Edinburgh, Celtic Languages & Scottish History - Joint 
Honours MA (1st Class 1986)

Postgraduate

University of Edinburgh, 'Gael and Norse in Western Scotland c.795 to 
c.1000' PhD (1994)
Additional

University of Stirling TESOL & CALL (computer assisted language 



learning) MSc (2001)
Current Position

Post-Doctoral Research Associate, The Centre for Nordic Studies, UHI from 2009
Previous Employment:
Freelance Travel / Historical Consultant Tour Guide

1994 – 2000 DA Study Tours developing and guiding historical/cultural tours for interested adults, both private  (including tours for Historic Scotland) and brochured (including tours to Iceland, Greenland, Denmark, Finland, Provence, Galicia, the Faroe Islands, Outer Hebrides, Rum and Eigg, Sutherland and Tiree)

1997 Broadcasting 9 month full-time Researcher contract BBC Radio Scotland on the international travel show 'The Case for Packing'

1991 – 1998 Adult Learning Lecturer
University of Edinburgh 
1991-1993






University of Stirling 

1991-1998    

Part-time Lecturer Scandinavian Department, University of Edinburgh    1996 to 2009. Honorary Research Fellow Scandinavian Department, University of Edinburgh   2004 to 2009

2008 Visiting lecturer UHI Cultural Studies, Shetland College:  Scottish Place-names component
Details of Teaching with the Centre of Nordic Studies:

Module Leader and Lecturer for MLitt Orkney and Shetland Studies modules:

2009-2012 
Myths and Origins of Orkney and Shetland

Traditional Custom and Belief in the Northern Isles

2010-2011
Modern History of Orkney and Shetland

2011-2012
The Medieval History of Orkney and Shetland

Administrative and Management Experience:
2010-11 Co-organiser of the St Magnus Conference held in Orkney on 14/15 April 2011

2010- History and Archaeology Reviews Editor, the Scottish Society for Northern Studies 
2009- Line Manager at the Centre for Nordic Studies, UHI

Select Publications:

'Fugl/Fogl – An unusual Hebridean personal name' in Notes and Queries of the Society of West Highland and Island Historical Research Series 2 no.8 (1991)

'Galloway and Gall-Gaidheil' in Proceedings of the Association of Postgraduate Scottish Historical Research Day Conference Edinburgh (Edinburgh 1993)

'Historic and linguistic evidence for Gall-Gaidheil and Norse in Western Scotland' in Language contact across the North Atlantic, Linguistische Arbeiten 359 (Tubingen 1996)

'Iona and the Vikings: a study in survival' in Northern Studies (Edinburgh 1998)

'Isles and Mann: Kingdom of' & 'Galloway: GallGaidheil' in Oxford Companion to Scottish History (Oxford 2001)

'The Norse Place-Names of Kintyre' in K. Holman & J. Adams, eds., Scandinavia and Europe 800-1350: Contact, Conflict, and Coexistence. (Turnhout 2004). 
‘Something funny about Funzie’ in The New Shetlander, Yule No.242 (Lerwick 2007)

‘Gygrs, guykerls and other grotesque females in the landscape’ in The New Shetlander, Hairst No.249 (Lerwick 2009)

‘The Giantess as a Metaphor for Shetland’s Cultural History’ in SHIMA: The International Journal of Studies into Island Cultures (2010)
‘Shetland and Byzantium’ in Unkans (2011)

‘Hjaltland Revisited: The Place-name Shetland and its Celtic Origin’ in NORNA 87: Etymologiens plass i navneforskningen (Uppsala 2011)
‘The Finns (Sami) in the folklore of the Northern Isles – from magician to Monster’ in John P. Ziker and Florian Stammler (Eds.) Histories from the North: Environments, Movements, and Narratives  (Boise State University 2011)
With Dr. Arne Kruse, University of Edinburgh:

‘The Ethnic Enigma’, in Andras Mortensen and Símun V. Arge, eds., Viking and Norse in the North Atlantic. Selected papers from the Proceedings of the Fourteenth Viking Congress (Torshavn 2005)

'One coast - three peoples: names and ethnicity in the Scottish west during the early Viking period' in A.Woolf ed. Scandinavian Scotland-Twenty Years On (St Andrews 2009)

‘From Dál Riata to the Gall-Ghàidheil’ in Viking and Medieval Scandinavia 5 (Brepols 2010) 
Book Reviews:

Jennings, A. (2009) ‘West over Sea: studies in Scandinavian sea-borne expansion and settlement before 1300’, Scandinavian Journal of History, 34: 4, 443-445

Jennings, A. (2010) ‘Excavations at Old Scatness, Shetland Volume 1: The Pictish Village and Viking Settlement’, Shetland Times, August 20th, 2010
Forthcoming:

‘Finfolk and the Sea: The Old Norse Roots of a Northern Isles Tradition’ in Northern Studies (forthcoming 2011)
‘Latter Day Vikings: Gaels in the Northern Isles in the 16th century’ in Proceedings from the Inaugural St Magnus Conference: JONA (forthcoming 2012)

Selected Conference Presentations:
‘One Coast Three Peoples: Names and Ethnicity in the South West of Scotland in the Early Viking Period ‘ paper presented at a Day Conference , 19 February 2007 University of St Andrews
‘Grotesque Females in the Landscape’ paper presented at Taking Shetland out of the Box: Island Cultures and Shetland Identity, 7-10 May 2009, University of Aberdeen's Elphinstone Institute & the UHI Millennium Institute's Centre for Nordic Studies
‘Finns from Magicians to Monster’ paper presented at the BOREAS Final Conference, 28-31 October 2009, Rovaniemi, Finland

‘Keeping the Romance Alive: Aspects of New Shetland Naming’ paper presented at the 4th Trends in Toponymy Conference, 28 June-1 July 2010 University of Edinburgh
‘Echoes of Dalriata in Iceland’ paper presented at the Celts and Vikings in Iceland Conference October 2010
‘Frolics and Freuteries: Norse Magic in Norn Words’ paper presented at the Northern Studies Conference November 2010
‘The Old Rock’s Rockin’!’ paper presented at Culture, Place & Identity at the Heart of Regional Development the North Atlantic Forum Conference in St John’s Newfoundland 13-15 October 2011.
Invited Seminars:
‘Finns in the Folklore in the Northern Isles’ Scandinavian Research Seminar, 17th March 2010, University of Edinburgh
‘Shetland, Unst and Yell: Onomastic Evidence for Pre-Viking Contact between Norway and the Northern Isles’ Scandinavian Studies Seminar, 4th May 2010 Centre for Scandinavian Studies, Aberdeen University
‘The Hjaltland Network – Mapping the Viking Age’, 27th of January 2012   Department for Name Studies, University of Copenhagen
Knowledge Exchange:
Public Lecture ‘The Finnfolk’ held at Shetland Museum on the 25th of March 2010
Awards

Royal Society of Edinburgh Network Grant for £17,000

CITI grant for 100,000kr
