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A. Anjana Marie Mebane-Cruz
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Department of Anthropology/ Undeclared Major Program
Memorial Hall 100
Farmingdale, New York 11735 USA
(631) 420-2638/2106
cruza@farmingdale.edu
EDUCATION

2005


Ph.D. in anthropology, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia 

Walking Between the Worlds: AfraAmerIndians, Identity, Memory, Categories of Race

1993 


M.A. Thesis: Syncretism and the Yoruba in the Americas- A Second Look
1989


B.A. Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York

SPECIALIZATIONS

Ethnographic Areas: 

North America and the Caribbean

Concentrations:     
American Indians; Peoples of the Caribbean; African Religions in the Americas; DNA and Identity; Cultural Transmission, Memory
PROFESSIONAL & RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS

American Anthropological Association: Association of Indigenous Anthropologists; Society for the Anthropology of Religion, Society for Humanistic Anthropology
NSF REU Islands of Change: Human Ecodynamics in Iceland and Barbuda
Society for American Archaeology

Society for the Study of Southern Literature
American Association of University Women
PUBLICATIONS
In Review
Barbuda: Agency and Identity on the Borders of Change


Journal of Anthropology and Humanism



Barbuda: Agency Along the Borders of Change, Dockyard Journal, W.I. 
In Press 
The Caves of Barbuda’s Eastern Coast: Long term occupation, ethnohistory and ritual, Co-Authors: Sophia Perdikaris, Thomas McGovern, et.al. (TBA); Brooklyn College Barbuda Field School Field School Report: Co-Authors: Sophia Perdikaris, Cory Look, Edith Gonzalez Scollard, et. al.  
Brooklyn College Barbuda Field School Field School Report Co-Authors: Sophia Perdikaris, Cory Look, Edith Gonzalez Scollard, et. al.  
2005    
Imagining the Good Reality: Explorations of Community and Eco-feminism in The Fifth Sacred Thing and The Kin of Ata Are Waiting for You, The Contemporary Justice Review Special Issue, Sept. 2005. Margaret J. Wiener, Ph.D. coauthor.
PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS
2011
The Black Borders of Indianess, paper


Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association Conference, San Antonio, TX

Session: Red/Black Intersections from America to Australia; Indigeneity and African Americans. April 22, 2011 


Barbuda: Agency Along the Borders of Change, paper

Society for American Archaeology (SAA) Conference, Sacramento, CA, Session - Long Term Human Ecodynamics on the Island of Barbuda, West Indies. April 2, 2011


Camping and Cultural Identity on Barbuda, paper
Brooklyn College/CUNY Barbuda Field School, January 2011
2010                 Farmingdale State College, SUNY, Liberal Arts & Sciences Conference on

 Borders, October 16, 2010
Steering Committee member

 Panel Chair: Barbuda-On the Borders of Change
 Paper: Barbuda-On the Borders of Change
Brooklyn College/CUNY Barbuda Field School: Social and Other Sciences to Wed! The Introduction of Cultural Research and Methods to Barbuda on the Islands of Change International Research Project, January 2010
2009

Message in a Bottle: DNA and Identity Among AfraAmerIndians
Invited lecture: Farmingdale State College Office of the Dean of Arts and Sciences Colloquia Series, October, 2009

2008

Panel: Captive Identities: Recirculation, Incarceration in the Global South



Paper: The Black Borders of Indian-ness: The Categorical and Social



Incarceration of a MixRace People


Society for the Study of Southern Literature Annual Conference, College of 


William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA. April 17-20, 2008

2007

De-Mystifying Santeria: Perception, Media, and History at Odds Invited lecture:

Farmingdale State College Multi-Cultural Committee & Office of the Dean of Arts and Sciences, October 25, 2007

2006
Santeria Healing Practices. Invited lecture, The Health of Black Folks, Department of Anthropology, UVA. Dr. Wende Marshall, PhD. and Dr. Norman Oliver, M.D, instructors
2005
Santeria and the Post-Modern World Invited lecture, Religion and Social Change 301, April 2005.Gareth J. Fisher, instructor, Department of Anthropology, UVA
2004 
The Practice of Santeria in Modern New York Invited lecture, Religious Studies, April 2004. Cynthia Hoehler-Fatton, Ph.D. instructor, UVA
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2006-

Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Farmingdale State College, SUNY

Present

Introduction to Anthropology: spring & fall 2010, 2011
 Anthropology and Globalism: spring & fall 2009-2011; fall 2008 



Topics in Anthropology: From Timbuktu to Tupac: Africanisms in the 



Americas, fall 2008, spring 2008



Topics in Anthropology: Forgotten Ancestors: Africans and Native 



Americans in the U.S., spring 2009, fall 2009



Caribbean Cultures, spring 2008; fall 2007; spring 2007; fall 2006








2004
Instructor, Department of Anthropology, University of Virginia, Afra-Amer-Indians: Constructions of Race, Identity and Memory

Upper Level Seminar. African American Studies and Anthropology

1995

Instructor, Department of Anthropology, University of Virginia



Peoples and Cultures of the Caribbean



Open seminar in Anthropology and History

1992

Instructor, University of Virginia/State Higher Education of Virginia
Graduate School Study Skills Course for Virginia upper level undergraduates
PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE

2006-
Chair (Coordinator) Undeclared Major Program, Farmingdale State College,

Present
 State University of New York
Coordinator of one of the largest programs in Arts & Sciences, feeding into all degree programs at FSC. UDM supports students seeking entry into degree programs while meeting State /Department prerequisites. I hire all personnel; oversee and distribute budgets; advise students; develop curriculum; liaise with all departments in the college; hire and train instructors for freshman studies courses; develop support workshops, execute reports, develop and apply assessment tools, etc. Member of President’s Task Force on Haiti; STEM Diversity Committee; Report to the Dean of Arts and Sciences.
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology


Farmingdale State College, State University of New York

Teach and develop courses and new programs; Co-Chair of College Wide Multicultural Committee; member of college IRB committee; created new Minor in Anthropology Program (In effect spring 2012); Created new course (Modern Anthropology and Globalism) accepted as SUNY General Education course. Liaison for the Shinnecock Cultural Center and Museum, 2009-2010.
2005-2006
Talent Development/Intervention Specialist Scholars Program, Charlottesville High School, Charlottesville, VA.


Co-director of program providing academic and social support to first generation college-bound students. With co-director, oversaw budget; developed strategies for academic and social success; coordinated programs with the University of Virginia’s Darden School of Business and develop mentoring relationships with other university and professional programs; created programs as needed; maintained communications with city and state sponsors; and worked with city administrators to further develop programs and strategies to provide better services throughout Charlottesville. 
2003-2005
Site Facilitator Talent Development Scholars Program at Charlottesville 


High School.


With Coordinator, developed and managed the first high school program for the Talent Development Program, targeting first generation college-bound students. Communications coordinator between students, parents, faculty, and school administration. Monitored class behavior, grades, conferred with students/parents and arranged tutoring or supplemental courses as needed. Developed newsletter for parents and courses for the development of students’ non-academic needs. Helped develop SOL and PSAT preparation course. Created first TD white paper; taught summer supplemental English; arranged programs with guest lecturers/experts in areas complementing student academic and social development. Coordinate case-study program with the Darden School of Business at UVA; supervised university interns
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